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WELCOME TO THE ELEVENTH EDITION 

Welcome to the November magazine, now with added puzzles, thanks 

to a keen local resident. There’s also news of the school, pre-school, 

and progress with the church roof and much, much more.  

We’ve no idea what tier we’ll all be on at Christmas, but we do know 

that we’d still like plenty of contributions for the next couple of months 

please, whether seasonal in flavour or not.  

Results from the recent survey about internet/social media/digital 

connectivity/ usage across the Pelhams/Hadhams and Albury are 

provided as an insert. Thanks to everyone who responded.  

Deadline dates will be 15th Nov as normal, but will be 10th Dec for the 

first 2021 edition – we’d like to get it printed and delivered over the 

holiday season. Keep safe all! 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

Cover photo 

Furneux Pelham’s war memorial was unveiled on June 12th 1920, 

following a campaign which very quickly raised the £110 required from 

over 200 villagers, many of whom seem to have been present in front 

of the church in this photograph. A huge Union Jack covered the recess 

where the memorial had been erected.  Once the formalities had been 

completed and the names of the five dead read aloud, the Herts and 

Essex Observer reported: “Afterwards there was a very touching 

ceremony. Two little girls, Barbara and Norah, the only children of 

Philip Cogan, one of the deceased soldiers, came and laid a lovely 

wreath of lilies, irises and other choice white flowers in front of the 

cross “in grateful memory of past scholars who fell in the Great War, 

from Miss Endersby and scholars of Furneux Pelham School. RIP” All 

five of the deceased soldiers were past scholars of Miss Endersby, the 

headmistress of the school, who has carried on her work in the village 

for well nigh forty years”. 

Barbara and Norah were six and seven at the time. Miss Endersby 

retired two years later, after forty-two years as headmistress. On her 

gravestone in Great Munden churchyard is a short epitaph, scarcely 

now readable: “A life well spent”.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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A virtually actual event…. 

a resident reports…….. 

That is how Bob Deacon advertised the fact that he was going to run 

the London marathon by completing 19 laps of the Hat – in an Adam 

costume, complete with fig leaf. Anyone was welcome to join in for a 

few laps. 

You, dear reader, if you wanted to travel the 26.2 miles from here to 

Braintree would not consider walking - even less running. But it is part 

of the eccentric British tradition that fundraising requires heroic 

physical effort combined with making yourself a figure of fun, and 

Mencap is indeed a very worthy cause. Join me now for a bit part view 

of a marathon in Furneux Pelham. 

As Bob flashes by the window for the second time you stagger out to 

offer support. It is raining harder than you had expected, there is a 

steady breeze, and Bob is already some distance up the road. When 

you eventually catch up he is very welcoming. He shares the fact that 

his leg has been playing up, and he had physiotherapy on Friday. He 

wears what looks like a decorated bathing costume. Man on bicycle 

appears and is introduced. He is apparently going ‘all the way’ in 

support, but it seems that he goes rather further than 26m, as he 

keeps disappearing to make telephone calls about a rugby match, 

make adjustments to his bike, find another bike etc.    

As you turn the corner past the entrance to the riding school, a small 

crowd cheers support. A nice touch. The climb up the hill starts, and 

Bob explains that the Causeway is flooded right across at one point, so 

wet feet are likely. That seems a bit academic, as it is raining quite 

steadily, the wind is stronger as you reach the top of the hill, and wet 

feet are clearly a minor issue. As you turn the corner by the thatched 

cottages, more calls of support are heard. But now a bonus – the wind 

is from the southwest, so is now helpful.  
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The flood is not as bad as advertised, things are looking up! You dip 

down the Causeway through the trees – and clearly hear a wooden 

spoon banging a saucepan. More support, and this time with a table of 

waters and gels. Round the corner, past the church (more cheers from 

a gathering congregation) and – bliss – a gentle downhill towards the 

Brewery Tap.  Bob hadn’t mentioned that puddle. Definitely a wet foot 

moment.  

Turn the corner past the Tap – note the wind is still very much there, 

and off we go again. Strains of ‘Chariots of Fire’ emerge from a window 

on Brookside – they manage to get through quite a number of suitably 

encouraging tunes throughout the morning. 

And so we progress. A pony cart catches us up, and encouraging cheers 

and banter ring out for a lap or so. A seriously fit looking lady drops off 

the cart and joins in. Other runners join for a few laps, drop out and are 

replaced by more. The rain abates somewhat. Cheers from the 

thatches continue, the merry sound of spoon on saucepan reminds you 

of another lap done …. and eventually you drop out after rather more 

laps than you had intended. But your place is taken by others right 

through to the last lap – and, of course man on bicycle. 

Others came and went – but the hero of the day was Bob.  

Well done, Bob!  

NOT THE BEST DAY TO RUN A MARATHON……….says Bob 
After some lovely weather Sunday October 4th produced a very cold 
and wet morning, but that was the date set for the Virtual London (aka 
Furneux Pelham) Marathon, so there was no ducking out of it.  

A niggling hamstring injury had cast doubts on my even starting but the 
skills of Esther Welsh and long sessions with her invasive thumbs saw 
me through. The village response was magnificent, quite a few runners 
joining in for a variety of laps and support all around the course, the 
sound of Chariots of Fire as well various other appropriate tunes 
ringing out each lap was great encouragement.  
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All went well until the latter stages when a combination of ‘that hill’ 
and the cold weather led to a lack of sensation below the waist and the 
pace slowed, just as well as my costume became waterlogged and 
caused severe chafing and skin-loss that I was completely unaware of 
until later (mostly grown back now).  

Stars of the day? Bruce the horse who just wanted to keep trotting 
round and was nudging other runners out of the way in order to stay 
near the front, and young Alfie, 10 years old but ran all of the second 
half, asking “when can I run a whole marathon Mum?” 

The biggest thanks must go to everyone who gave so generously, 
sponsorship total has sailed well past £3,000 of much needed funds for 
Mencap, for which they and I are most grateful. 

Hopefully things will be back to some sense of normality by next 
October when the marathon is scheduled to return to its natural home 
in London. But the Furneux Marathon did turn out to be something 
rather unique and special, I wonder what inventive events we can 
organise next to keep spirits up in these difficult times. 

Bob Deacon 

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS  

AND BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

It’s open again! 

The Salvation Army recycling bin in the 

Parish Council car park has re-opened 

following the lockdown. Please put items 

in a bag and deposit in the bin. These are 

sorted into items suitable for sale in their 

UK charity shops, shipped overseas for 

sale or sold in bulk for recycling. Using the 

bank is a convenient way to increase the 

useful life of your unwanted items, 

minimise material going to landfill, and 

also produces a cash sum for spending on 

community projects in the village. 
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Stocking Pelham Play-Area Project 
Proposals for a playground area at the recreation field/cricket ground took a 

step forward following a meeting of the sub-committee at the site on Sunday 

October 11th 2020. 

Councillor Louise Balhaam, Councillor Andy Brown and Councillor Mike 

Hutchins were joined by Sarah Hutchins, representing the Village Hall 

Committee, to discuss the scheme in detail. 

The area designated is behind the Pavilion and cricket nets where the ground 

is overgrown at present. Note: this will not encroach on the section used for 

car parking during home matches. 

The site is approximately 6m by 20m and would consist of a combined 

climbing/slides/tunnel all in one plus a set of junior/teen swings and a set of 

toddler swings all set in a safe surface and conforming to the latest safety 

standards. 

Andy suggested we use the area of trees behind to create a nature trail with 

notice boards, a designated pathway with a picnic area in the centre where 

there is a clearing plus possibly use logs for stepping stones and balance beams. 

The meeting ended with all in agreement for the proposals with Louise and 

Andy continuing to pursue various grant funding opportunities. 
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Pelhams Preschool 
After a very long time off and in such strange times, Pelhams Preschool 

have had a wonderful start back to the new term. We have welcomed in so 

many new children and still have more to join us, along with our lovely 

existing children. It's been a very positive start and so lovely to see lots of 

new families that have moved into the area. 

After the initial first few weeks of settling the children in, which they have 

all done so well, we are now underway on our autumn themes, painting 

beautiful trees and colourful falling leaves, making scarecrows and about 

to start on making our woodland habitat boxes. 

It's amazing to see how the children have adapted so well to our new way 

of life at Preschool, while the staff are wearing face-masks all day, we 

have our regular hand washing intervals, while singing along to our new 

school song and temperature checks on arrival the children haven't 

questioned anything and have been excellent, waiting and taking their turn. 

Let's hope everyone stays fit and well and we can continue to enjoy the 

term ahead. 

 

Easy fundraising! 
Dear all, just to let you know that there is a very easy way for you to raise money for our 

school without any effort or cost to you whatsoever. The Furneux Pelham School 

Association [FPSA] is one of the charities supported by easyfundraising.org.uk, and all you 

need to do is do your online shopping via their website or app. They then make a donation to 

us based on the money you spend. 

All that easyfundraising does is to direct you to your chosen site, it does not store any of 

your details or charge you more. Why not use it to help the FPSA while you do your online 

Christmas shopping at no extra cost to you? You only have to download their app or access 

their website, select Furneux Pelham school as your chosen charity, and start shopping! 

There is literally 100s of shops available, including Amazon, Marks & Spencer and loads 

more. 

And please, spread the word to your friends and family as every single penny we raise 

benefits the children in these very dire times. 

Thank you from the FPSA 

http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Note - church building is currently closed, only opening for services 
Sunday 1st Nov  All Saints Day 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  All Age Holy Communion** Braughing 
 

Sunday 8th Nov  Remembrance 
Please note there will be no Remembrance Services in Church at either 
Furneux Pelham or Braughing due to restrictions on numbers and safety.  
10.50 am  Tribute @ Memorial (outside) Furneux Pelham 
12.15 pm  Memorial service (outside) Stocking Pelham 
 

Sunday 15th Nov 2 Before Advent 
09.30 am  Café Church   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Holy Communion**  Braughing 
 

Sunday 22nd Nov Christ the King 
9.30 am  Holy Communion**  Braughing 
11.15 am  Morning Worship   Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 29th Nov Advent 1 
10.30 am  Holy Communion**  Stocking Pelham 
Note – due to restrictions on numbers, please book your place by phoning the Rector 
or emailing the Church Office. 
 

** Services will be live streamed on Zoom. If you want to join in, details 
available from the Parish Office (churchoffice@braughing.org.uk).  
Note – Office is currently not receiving phone calls – emails only. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or find more information on the website “A Church 
Near You”. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530)  

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham in the Second World War 

Some years ago when I was researching for my book on the history of 

Stocking Pelham I had the great pleasure of interviewing Ian Wyld at 

his home, Great Hormead Hall, from which he conducted his farming 

business. Ian was the son of Ronald Wyld, who was the tenant farmer 

at Stocking Pelham Hall when the Barclay family were the freeholders. 

Ian told me that he had many very happy memories of living with his 

parents in Stocking Pelham during his childhood and teenage years. In 

particular he mentioned that he became a member of the Stocking 

Pelham Home Guard (Dad’s Army, if you like). Ronald was the 

commanding officer, but Ian was quick to point out that his father had 

none of the character idiosyncrasies of Captain Mainwaring! 

Ian went on to provide me with the following material for my little 

book. 

In March 1939, there was great excitement in the village when a huge 

loose barrage balloon seemed to about to descend on Stocking 

Pelham. A barrage balloon was a strange looking inflated object looking 

like an obese space ship tethered to the ground intended to obstruct 

enemy aircraft. It rebounded on hitting the ground and trailed a cable 

cross several fields scattering and bringing down sheds and fences 

before striking a tree and deflating. The RAF came to retrieve it but a 

large piece of silver coloured silk hung like a flag in trees at Spooncroft, 

adjoining the cricket field. Mrs Cherry the resident there later made it 

into a handbag.   

The headquarters and drill hall of the Home Guard was the old school. 

now the village hall where Ronald carried out his briefings and where 

the men paraded every week. They were well equipped, but no gun 

emplacements were built in the village. Mrs Cherry was the clerk and 

Mr Cherry an active member.  
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At the height of the Battle of Britain, Stocking Pelham was on the 

receiving end of 5 bombs from the Luftwaffe. On the 24th September 

and the 14th and 25th October 1940 a selection of high explosive oil and 

parachute bombs were received in the village but no damage or 

casualties were recorded with the exception of some glazing in St. 

Mary’s Church. The bombs all fell in fields between Stocking Pelham 

Hall and Violets Lane from enemy aircraft probably on their way to or 

from Nuthampstead Airfield. 

As active members of the Home Guard, Ronald and Ian both had to 

deal with pilots who had bailed out of crashing aircraft. Ronald went to 

pick up a pilot who had landed at Laundry Gorse who could not speak 

English. Ronald thought he was German and dew his gun until the pilot 

shouted “I Czech, I Czech, don’t shoot!” Obviously, a Czech pilot flying 

an RAF Spitfire. On another occasion Ian rushed out to the fields one 

day when two Mosquitos were seen to collide and brought one of the 

pilots back to the Hall. 

On the 31st of August an RAF Hurricane was involved in a dog fight with 

an unidentified Luftwaffe aircraft over Stocking Pelham and Brent 

Pelham. Unfortunately, the Hurricane was shot down and crash landed 

on the Anstey Road just outside Brent. Luckily the pilot had bailed out 

safely and parachuted down close to Beeches. Unaware of the identity 

of the parachutist, members of the Stocking Pelham Home Guard 

grabbed their rifles and ran over the fields to Beeches. They were 

greatly relieved to find a smiling RAF pilot awaiting them, rather than a 

German! 

During the War, Stocking Pelham Hall was one of the few houses with a 

telephone and when an air raid warning had to be given, this was 

passed to the Wylds at the Hall. Ian and his sister then had to cycle 

around the village blowing whistles to alert everybody. Often, no 

sooner had they returned to the Hall, then they had to get on their 

bikes again to give the “all clear”. 
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Included in the Home Guard group here we can see many local 

characters who some of us remember from the Past. Ian Wyld is in the 

back row as well as Bert Hammond and Fred Phillips, both farm 

employees. Also, several members of the Monk family. Basil Bailey was 

the sergeant. 

This photo was hung in the Village hall for many years. 

Sadly, both Ian and his wife June have now passed away, but I shall 

always remember the warm welcome they gave me at their house all 

those years ago. 

David Bailey. 

A120 roadworks 

At some point, and now currently planned for the FIRST THREE 

WEEKENDS OF NOVEMBER, the A120 will be closed from  

10pm Friday night to 5am Monday morning. A number of temporary 

traffic lights also remain in operation on the A120  

(Check https://one.network/ for updates)  

https://one.network/
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Have you found Ralph’s Seat? 

If you enjoy a walk in the beautiful 

countryside surrounding our village 

of Furneux Pelham, you may have 

noticed a seat has been set on the 

further side of Whitebarns Farm at 

Bridgefield Road, or the concrete 

road as it is known. The seat is in 

memory of Ralph David Winston 

Tofts, born on 19th August 1941 to 

Herbert and Gladys Tofts. He was the youngest of ten children born and 

bred at Whitebarns Farm where his father was head horsekeeper. 

Like his brothers and sisters he loved his life on the farm, especially 

helping out at harvest time when he was old enough. At the end of a long 

day his father would let him ride one of the horses back to the yard. On 

one occasion his brother Neville recalls, Ralph was on “Jolly” and he was 

encouraging him to trot much to the annoyance of his father who 

threatened not to allow him to ride again saying, “The horses have 

worked a long day and they deserve respect”. 

When Ralph was about 5 years old he fell on the concrete road and badly 

cut one of his legs. His quick thinking mother put him in a wheelbarrow 

and, with the help of his sister Ursula, pushed him all the way to Dr 

Campbell’s surgery at Bonhams. 

All the children attended the village school, often hitching a ride on the 

horse drawn milk float that was driven by John Bedwell, an evacuee who 

stayed in the village after the war and lived in Barleycroft End. 

Ralph went on to become a bricklayer. To this day you can see some of 

Ralph’s work when you post a letter at the church. He was called upon 

to rebuild the brick gate pillar and reset the post box when they were 

damaged a few years ago. When not working, his particular hobby was 

keeping pigeons and racing them and supporting Chelsea. 

Ralph died on 10th November 2019 after a short illness leaving behind 

his wife, son, daughter and three grandchildren. 

Feel free to rest a while on Ralph’s Seat when you next pass that way. 

Listen to the birds, bathe in the sun and take in the views of Ralph’s 

childhood playground.                                      written by Ralph’s family 
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Dog Poo 

Please villagers, for those with dogs, please be considerate to others, if 

your dog goes to the loo while you’re out walking, please pick it up and 

put in a bin. 
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

It’s not typically beautiful potting shed weather any more.     We’re 

well past the time for picking a couple of tomatoes as we pass by the 

greenhouse, or nonchalantly savouring a raspberry during a stroll 

round the vegetable garden.  Indeed, for the casual garden snacker 

winter vegetables are not so tempting.   They either live underground 

or are just a bit nibble-proof. 

Take, for example, the humble pumpkin.   A vegetable much in demand 

at this time of year, but significantly not for eating.  For most people 

the pumpkin is only useful for hollowing out, to be carved into a 

grotesque object.    The contents are frequently thrown onto the 

compost heap.    Best place for them, I think, having once, but only 

once, been encouraged by Blue Peter to make pumpkin scones.    Even 

the birds wouldn’t eat them, let alone family members. 

But trying not to be profligate with the earth’s precious resources, I 

decided to do a little research and find other uses for the contents of a 

pumpkin. 

And so, for your delectation and edification: 

1. Boil up the innards to make pumpkin purée.   This is apparently 
Very Useful. 

2. Mix with brown sugar and a splash of milk.    Makes an excellent 
face mask, allegedly, which is good for freckles, anti ageing and 
wrinkles.  Probably a bit late to rescue the PSC’s complexion. 

3. Mix with honey as a conditioner for dry, dull or frizzy hair.    
Doesn’t say how long it takes to clean the shower afterwards. 

4. Make pumpkin ale.     No details available as to how, so 
probably a V Bad Idea. 

5. Mix with vodka to make a pumpkin cocktail.    Hmm.   Probably 
needs a flavoured vodka to disguise the taste of pumpkin.    
Sounds like a waste of vodka to me. 
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6. Use the carved out pumpkin as an ice bucket……really?   Or a 
planter?   Or a bucket?  Put wheels on it and call it a 
wheelbarrow?  Or sit a child in it and call it a buggy?   
I think it’s getting silly now. 

7. And now to my personal favourite – Pumpkin chunking. 
For those of you who, like me, have no idea what this is, let me 

elaborate. 

Teams build mechanical devices to load with chunks of pumpkin 

and then fling them as far as possible in events like inter village 

competitions.   Devices include catapults and trebuchets – all 

home made of course.       And as we all know, King Edward I 

defeated the Scots and took Stirling Castle using his very own 

trebuchet, which he somewhat affectionately named War Wolf.   

I don’t think he used pumpkin, however, as stones were a more 

usual missile in the Middle Ages, pumpkins not yet having been 

introduced from the new world. 

I can think of lots of private uses for my very own siege machine, so 

although I don’t particularly need to storm Stirling Castle at the 

moment, a bit of well aimed pumpkin at the pigeons or rampaging 

grandchildren could turn out to be a great winter sport.     So bring on 

the dark evenings.   I shall be in the potting shed building my very own 

trebuchet. 

Happy November to you all, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday  
5th November at the (still) new time of 7.00pm via Zoom. Key item on 
the agenda will be talking about Barleycroft End, in particular a 
proposal for a “Drive Safe” scheme. 
 
Meetings are open to all village residents. Further information is 
available on the Parish Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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“Homes fit for heroes”  
The day after the end of the First World War in November 1918, Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George called a general election and promised 
“habitations fit for the heroes who have won the war”, thereby starting a 
nationwide system of council housing that lasted for most of the 20th 
century.  

A new Housing Act was passed in July 1919, promising half a million 
new houses. These were not to be terraced houses packed into streets 
on narrow plots, but low-density developments where generously 
proportioned houses were set in large gardens of sufficient size to 
provide families with the opportunity to grow their own food. 
Advantageous financial terms were offered to local councils by the 
Treasury.  

Rural housing was generally in poor condition and most councils 
moved quickly to take advantage of the scheme. In Brent Pelham, 
progress was rapid after Edward Barclay made a gift of land to Hadham 
Rural District Council, enabling a pair of ‘council cottages’ to be built in 
the Causeway. These were completed and tenants in place by the end 
of 1920.  

The Act also enabled employers to build houses for their workers, and 
Rayment’s brewery in Furneux Pelham rapidly exploited the financial 
opportunity, adding two more cottages to the four built towards the end 
of the nineteenth century in Barleycroft End. The new houses were 
designed by Sidney Naish of Bury St Edmunds, completed in 1920 and 
attracted the maximum grant available in the scheme of £260 per 
house. These became numbers 5 and 6 Lake Villas. Numbers 1 to 4 
were called ‘Brewery Cottages’ until after the Second World War. 

In Stocking Pelham, plans were approved for two pairs of cottages 
opposite the school. The first to be occupied was what is now number 4 
Mapleside, by William Richard Salt early in 1922, and all four were 
occupied by early 1924. 

By this time, the programme established by the 1919 Housing Act had 
been discontinued. The immediate post-war crisis had passed, but only 
about a third of the 500,000 houses promised had been built. 

According to their minutes, archived in Hertford, Furneux Pelham 
Parish Council needed more convincing that more houses for workers 
were really needed. Hadham Rural District had bought a plot of land in 
Barleycroft End, between the new Lake Villas and Millwrights Cottage 
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for £75 an acre from Alan Lake, manager of the brewery. Finally it was 
agreed that six houses would be built on the plot. It was about an acre 
oversize for the standard size of garden and there was some 
discussion about using the extra acre as allotments. The plan for six 
houses, agreed in 1919, slowly became a plan for eight houses, finally 
built in two phases in the late 1930s and called Old Common.  

While it had taken almost twenty years to make the plan a reality, there 
was one benefit. At the start of the Second World War, the village was 
filled with evacuated schoolchildren from London. One of the houses 
was still untenanted, and Mrs Irene Bayford – a volunteer in the First 
War – stepped up once more and ran it as a kind of hostel for eight 
children, who had their lessons in the Village Hall.  

Furneux Pelham History Group 

 

Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

An extraordinary meeting of the Parish council using zoom video 

conferencing was held on October 5th, 2020 to discuss a planning 

application to erect a three-bedroom detached house and new 

vehicular access at 4 Mapleside. 

Present were Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown (Vice Chairman), Daniel 

Horn, Michael Hutchins (Chairman) and Paul Lucas. Apologies for 

absence were received from Councillor Louise Balhaam. 

Also, in attendance: Mrs. Riikka Berthoud, Parish Clerk and one 

member of public David Nicholls. 

In the public issue section David Nicholls expressed concern that the 

property had been sold without sufficient public awareness and 

surprise at the sale considering the lack of affordable housing in the 

village. Councillor Lucas will investigate further. 

A discussion on the proposal brought up a number of concerns 

including the small size of the plot, the fact that  Stocking Pelham is a 

Group 3 village where development is allowed if considered 

sustainable but the village has few amenities with residents dependent 

on the use of private vehicles for their daily needs therefore the 

proposed development would not fulfil the sustainability criteria plus 
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the planned entrance is sited dangerously opposite the entrance to 

Mead View. There were a number of other concerns all of which can be 

found in the meeting’s minutes once approved on the Council website 

and village notice board. 

Proposed by Cllr Lucas and seconded by Cllr Berthoud to object to the 

proposal and was unanimously agreed. Cllr Lucas will update a letter to 

Easy Herts Planning. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

Note – please check the website for future meeting dates. 

An update on the Church Roof – St Mary the Virgin, 
Furneux Pelham 
I thought you would be interested to hear where the PCC are regarding 
the replacement of the Church Roof.  

Permissions have been received agreeing the proposed materials to be 
used to replace the roof.  On the nave, slates will be used and on the 
aisles roofing felt (with a guarantee of 20 years).   

We are in the process of submitting a planning application for change 
of roofing materials to East Herts and go out to tender.  December 
should see us in a position to choose a contractor, arranging for work 
to be started early next year - 2021.   

The PCC are now preparing to apply for grants from various potential 
grant awarding bodies who may be able to help us (we needed the 
approvals before we were able to apply for grants).   We currently do 
not have sufficient funds and any help to raise £20,000 would be 
appreciated! 

On a personal note and on your behalf (the Church is yours – the 
village’s!), I would like to thank members of the PCC – Malcolm Ewen, 
Mark Haverson, Roger Phillips and Chris Stead for their continuing 
herculean efforts in securing a new roof. 

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector 

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Furneux Pelham School News 

The Autumn Term seems to be whizzing by at the school, and it feels 

like Christmas will be upon us in no time!  In the meantime, we have 

been busy enjoying our learning. 

 

‘Together we care, inspire and achieve excellence.’ 

At the beginning of every school year, every pupil in 

the school works hard to draw and paint their self-

portrait.  This is a wonderful opportunity to see our 

observational drawing and painting skills develop as 

we move through the school.  We use mirrors to 

make observations and then work hard to use the 

different stages of portrait painting to ensure that 

our portraits are well-proportioned.  We then display 

our portraits together to celebrate our work and as a 

symbol of our school vision – Together we care, inspire and achieve 

excellence.  

Hello Yellow! 

Every year at our school, we mark Hello Yellow Day.  The day (always timed 

around World Mental Health Day) gives us an 

opportunity to discuss how to maintain good 

mental health.  At our school, we place great 

importance upon good mental health and use 

regular activties, such as our daily Mindfulness 

Minute, to equip pupils with strategies to calm 

themselves 

and ways to 

handle worry.  On Hello Yellow Day 

pupils came to school in a splash of 

yellow to raise awareness.  During the 

day, all pupils contributed towards 

bunting – on the bunting each child 

gave advice to others about how to 

maintain good mental health.  
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Black History Month 
In October, in the UK, it is Black History 
Month.  This year, we have decided to 
mark Black History Month, because it is 
the start of a period of change at our 
school.  Our increased awareness of key 
black figures, such as scientists, authors 
and musicians, will not be limited to 

October.  
Instead, we 
are seeing 
this as an 
opportunity 
to develop 
our 
curriculum.  

For example, as part of the month we 
have been reading a wider range of texts 
by black authors and have now made the 
move to develop the diversity of books 
available to our children and also those that we use to inspire writing.  If you 
would like to help us to do this, you can find our Amazon Wishlist here:  
https://amzn.eu/09c3tL3 

 
Harvest 

Usually, every year, we collect and donate 

dry and tinned goods to Libury Hall in 

Great Munden.   This year, sadly, we were 

unable to do this.  We still wanted to 

mark Harvest in our school, despite being 

restricted by current measures.  Usually 

we would visit the church for our Harvest 

Service, but this year Reverend Julie 

visited us virtually!  We watched Reverend Julie’s assenbly together, in our 

bubbles, and gave a wealth of wonderful food to a collection for a local food 

bank.  We were so pleased to be able to help others in our local community 

to enjoy the plentiful gifts of Harvest as usual this year. 

  

“Black Lives Matter isn't often 

included in the curriculum, but 

we need to be aware of what is 

going on in the real world.  We 

have learnt about and 

discussed different role models 

such as Rosa Parks - how can 

we know we are doing the 

wrong thing unless we know 

what is right and wrong? 

This has helped me to know 

how to stand up for someone's 

rights and to be able to discuss 

this with others.  

Amelie, Year 6 

 

https://amzn.eu/09c3tL3
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

Since March, getting out in the countryside has been greatly encouraged.   

Successive generations have shaped this fertile land. They have planted 

hedges and cut wood from ancient, coppiced woodlands, tended animals, 

planted orchards and harvested honey from bees. Profiting from this 

productive land, many constructed beautiful buildings that reflected pride 

in their locality. Today, a significant number of these are listed buildings. 

Our rich architectural tapestry is brilliantly recorded in The Hundred 

Parishes: An Introduction. There are a few copies still available by mail 

order from the Society’s website or from local bookshops and Tourist 

Information Centres. 

Museum collections of assorted artefacts and documents add another 

dimension to the human history of the area. Saffron Walden Museum 

opened in 1835 and houses a real treasure trove of historical and other 

material relating to the local area. A recent grant from the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund is enabling the development of plans to attract new 

visitors to the museum and adjacent castle. 

Smaller museums hold collections of agricultural implements, local 

artefacts and archive material. The Grade II* building of the Forge 

Museum in Much Hadham houses a collection of metal tools while striking 

medieval wall paintings reveal details of Tudor fashion.  The Ashdon 

Village Museum has exhibits about life in the 20th century and the curator 

is updating information on the family trees of seventy local residents and 

preparing displays in anticipation of re-opening in the future. 

We look forward to the time when our museums can safely reopen. 

Meanwhile, we can enjoy our heritage and celebrate the past by 

continuing to explore outdoors. With regular additions of new walks to 

the Society’s website, we can use these descriptive routes, some as short 

as 1 mile, to explore the cultural landscapes that make up the Hundred 

Parishes.   

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT: 15 SEPTEMBER – 14 OCTOBER 

The first week in this period was dry with no rain at all and then, since 

September 22 it has rained nearly every day giving us a total of 121.8mm, 

which is a lot to fall in one month. The most that I have recorded in one 

calendar month since my rainfall records began, was 140.5mm in November 

2002. 

The first week was pleasantly mild reaching the mid to low 20’s most days, 

but since the last week in September it has been quite cool. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that every 

row, column and every three-

by-three box contains the digits 

1 to 9. Solve the puzzle by logic 

and reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  
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Word search 

Words can run side to side, up and down, diagonally AND backwards! 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

